
Prac%cal Lifesaving Solu%ons Review – Vehicular A9ack in New York City 

On Tuesday, October 31, 2017, a driver iden8fied as Sayfullo Saipov, drove a pickup truck down a 
crowded bike path along the Hudson River in ManhaEan, killing eight people and injuring 11 before 
being shot by a police officer in what officials are calling the deadliest terrorist aEack on New York City 
since September 11, 2001. 

The incident ended when Saipov crashed into a school bus, jumped out of his truck and ran up and down 
the highway waving what appeared to be two handguns and shou8ng “Allahu Akbar,” Arabic for “God is 
Great,” before he was shot in the abdomen by a New York City police officer.  Saipov remained in cri8cal 
condi8on on Tuesday evening. 

PLS has previously reviewed vehicular assault incidents at the London Bridge and Borough Market on 
June 3, 2017 and at Times Square, New York on May 18, 2017.  These aEacks, similar to the ones in Nice, 
France on July 14, 2016 and the Berlin Christmas Market on December 19, 2016 used a vehicle as the 
primary weapon to inflict as much damage on the civilian popula8on as possible.  The ensuing crushing 
wounds and amputa8ons were horrific and once again it was the first responders who provided the first 
level of care with whatever means and training they possessed. 

Rather than con8nue to focus on the immediate trauma care training and products that can be offered 
through PLS, we have decided to discuss the use of bollards by businesses, municipali8es, government 
offices, etc., as a means to protect the sidewalks and bike paths.  These sturdy posts are our best defense 
against the use of vehicles as weapons.   

Bollards are used by government agencies and private businesses to protect public spaces, buildings, and 
the people in them from vehicular aEacks.  They usually consist of a simple steel post either anchored to 
concrete, cored into a hard surface, buried in the ground or secured on a self-locking taper or impact 
recovery system to protect the surrounding founda8ons when a bollard is struck.   
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A car rests on a security barrier in New York’s Times Square a?er being driven through a crowd of 

pedestrians, injuring at least a dozen people, on May 18, 2017 

Bollards are increasingly common around the world to hinder vehicle-based terrorist aEacks from 
achieving close proximity to buildings.  One example of their success was the vehicle-ramming aEacks on 
June 30, 2007 at the Glasgow Interna8onal Airport.  
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 Bollards outside the entrance stopped the car from entering the Glasgow InternaNonal Airport 

Terminal. 
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Summary 

Following each mass casualty incident there will always be much debate about how to prevent the next 
one.  Bollards are a sure means of protec8on and an important supplement to our law enforcement and 
intelligence efforts to minimize aEacks.
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