
Prac%cal Lifesaving Solu%ons Review – University of Texas at Aus%n 

On Monday, May 1, 2017, at approximately 1:45 pm, Kendrex J. White, a student at the University of 
Texas - AusFn, aGacked several individuals with what authoriFes described as a "Bowie-style hun0ng 
knife."  He killed fellow student Harrison Brown and injured three others.   

An officer responded to an iniFal report of a stabbing and arrested the suspect at the scene.  White was 
taken into custody near the Gregory Gymnasium within two minutes of the first call to police and the 
situaFon was brought under control.  Law enforcement reported that the three other vicFms were found 
approximately a block away and added that the suspect "calmly walked around the plaza" during the 
event.  The campus siren wasn't used because it was determined a lockdown was not necessary. 

One witness said she was standing in line at a food truck outside the gym when she saw a man with a 
large knife approach the person standing behind her.  "The guy was standing next to me," she said. "He 
grabbed him by the shoulder and shoved the knife in it.  I just started running as fast as I could." 

Another witness said he was walking to his car when a mass of students near the gym started running. 
"They were just screaming, 'Run! Get out of here!"' he said. 

Someone else said she saw the suspect get tackled by police as he was running toward the entrance of 
Jester Hall, a complex of dormitories and classrooms.  She described him as wearing a bandanna and 
gray sweatshirt and said he appeared quiet and subdued as police held him on the ground.  "You could 
see and hear people running and screaming: 'There he is!"' before he was tackled by officers. 

The AusFn American-Statesman reported that White had been arrested on April 4 for driving while 
intoxicated (DWI) a[er he was involved in a wreck on campus.  White allegedly told the officers that he 
was taking "happy pills" and had his blood drawn as part of the arrest.  That case is pending. 

The University of Texas is a few blocks from downtown AusFn and is one of the naFon's largest 
universiFes.  The aGack occurred on the central campus, just a short walk from the administraFon 
building. 

Summary 

Knife and edged weapons aGacks account for a significant percentage of the murders and assaults in this 
country.  The wounds they cause can be horrific with significant blood loss.  A review of the FBI, Uniform 
Crime ReporFng (UCR) chart below discloses that for the period 2009 – 2013 knives were used more 
commonly to commit these offenses than rifles and shotguns.  The raFo is almost 5 to 1 in favor of knives 
over rifles. 
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SituaFonal awareness on college campuses and elsewhere is extremely important.  Many are easily lured 
into a false sense of security as they walk about the grounds during day light hours surrounded by fellow 
students and faculty.   How o[en do we see people walking with headphones on listening to music, 
having conversaFons, etc.?  Those that do so have severely reduced their ability to react.  They cannot 
hear the screams, sirens or other signs that would warn them that they were in the midst of danger.  
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Unfortunately, this has become part of our culture.  PracFcing good situaFonal awareness and knowing 
what’s going on around you is the best measure one can use to avoid becoming a vicFm. 
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