
Prac%cal Lifesaving Solu%ons Review – Congressional Ball Field Shoo%ng 

On Wednesday, June 14, 2017, at approximately 7:00 am, James T. Hodgkinson, age 66, opened fire on 
members of the Republican congressional baseball team at a pracGce field in Alexandria, Virginia.  
Hodgkinson used a rifle and shot four people, including Steve Scalise, the Majority Whip of the House of 
RepresentaGves.  Hodgkinson was also armed with a handgun.  Witnesses told invesGgators that when 
the gunman arrived at the ball field, he asked people: "Are these the Republicans or the Democrats?" 

Standing at second base, Mr. Scalise was struck once in the leP hip and collapsed as shots conGnued to 
be fired from behind a chain-link fence near the third-base dugout.  Witnesses said Mr. Scalise crawled 
from the infield to the grass as the shooGng conGnued. 

His injuries were extensive, and he was in criGcal condiGon Wednesday night, MedStar Washington 
Hospital Center said in a statement.  As the bullet traveled through his body, it broke bones, damaged 
internal organs and caused major internal bleeding.  Doctors operated immediately, but addiGonal 
surgery is required, the hospital said. 

Two members of Mr. Scalise’s Capitol Police security detail, Crystal Griner and David Bailey were 
wounded as they exchanged gunfire with Hodgkinson in what witnesses described as several chaoGc, 
terror-filled minutes.  Officer Griner was shot in the ankle, while Officer Bailey suffered other minor 
injuries and was treated and released.  Hodgkinson subsequently died as a result of his wounds. 
  
Others who were wounded included Zachary Barth, a member of RepresentaGve Roger Williams’s staff, 
who was struck in the leg by a bullet, and Ma\ Mika, a former congressional staff member and the 
director of government relaGons for the Washington office of Tyson Foods, who was shot twice in the 
chest. 

Rep. Roger Williams of Texas, the third-base coach for the team, said one of his aides, Zack Barth, was 
shagging fly balls in the ou^ield.  Barth was shot in the leg.  “I heard the first shot, and I wasn’t sure, I 
thought it was the backfire of a car. But then the second and the third, and everybody yelled, ‘He’s got 
a gun, run for cover.’ And that’s what I did,” Williams said. 

Williams dove into the dugout “like diving into a swimming pool with no water.” Barth reached it a few 
seconds aPer Williams did, and landed in the congressman’s arms. 

“He held me, I held him.  Jeff Flake took his belt off and made a tourniquet around Zack’s leg to stop 
the bleeding.  I remember, Chuck Fleischmann was on the phone to 9-1-1 screaming to hurry up and 
get there. Jack Barton, Joe’s son, was in the dugout with us and we were all taking care of him.  Just 
trying to take care of each other. There was a lot of heroes here,” Williams said. 

Williams praised the two officers as “heroes,” saying that their split-second decision to confront the 
gunman saved many lives.  “We saw two people risk their lives to save others; we saw courage in the 
face of death,” Mr. Williams said in a news conference Wednesday evening. “There could have easily 
been 25 deaths or more today.” 
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Summary 

Whether driven by poliGcal consideraGons, mental illness or a combinaGon of both, Hodgkinson was 
moGvated to shoot and kill as many people as he could.  Were it not for the intervenGon and heroic 
acGons of the two Capital Police Officers, many more people would have been killed and/or wounded.  
The events at the ballfield illustrate again how those on scene will be the first responders and do all they 
can to tend to those injured.  Once again, a make shiP tourniquet was craPed from a belt to stop the 
bleeding of an extremity wound.  Many law enforcement agencies have recognized the need for their 
officers to carry Individual First Aid Kits (IFAKs).  Those providing dignitary/execuGve protecGon would be 
well served having an IFAK designed for bleeding control.  Being able to stop the bleeding through the 
use of tourniquets and wound packing is an iniGal step in stabilizing a vicGm prior to advance medical 
care arriving on scene. 

We at PLS conGnue to advocate public access bleeding control staGons at businesses, schools, houses of 
worship, etc.  All venues where people work and/or congregate have the potenGal to become targeted 
by “acUve shooters.”  Through basic first aid training, providing people with the products to stop the 
bleeding and prevent shock we can all potenGally save a life that otherwise might not survive unGl law 
enforcement and emergency medical personnel arrive. 
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