
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School – Situa7onal Awareness 

On Wednesday, February 14, 2018, a mass shoo7ng occurred at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School 
in Parkland, Florida.  Nikolas Jacob Cruz, age 19, killed 17 people and wounded 14 more.  There has been 
considerable review of this incident with the latest repor7ng that Cruz reloaded his AR-15 rifle several 
7mes.  The Sheriff of Pinellas County, ci7ng surveillance footage taken from inside the school, recently 
stated, "There were several other .mes when he was in that school that his gun was empty…A reload 
break allowed a teacher on the third floor of the freshman building to move students away to safety.”  

The Sheriff’s statements were part of a broader conversa7on as to the need for armed security officers in 
schools.  For the purpose of this discussion, it is the concept of “Situa.onal Awareness” and the ac7ons 
that could have been taken by those present, and unarmed, who may have had an opportunity to 
intervene. 

Any ac7ve shooter preparedness program should include a discussion about “Situa.onal Awareness” 
and basic weapons recogni7on.  Situa7onal awareness is simply knowing what's going on around you.  
It’s the ability to iden7fy, and process informa7on about how to survive in a cri7cal situa7on.  Being able 
to recognize the sound of gun shots, a basic understanding of the weapon being used and knowing the 
dis7nct sound of the “click” when a weapon misfires or is out of ammuni7on can help someone decide 
as to whether to move from their current posi7on or even a\ack and a\empt to disarm the shooter.   

AR-15 Assault Rifle - 30 Round Magazine 
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AK-47 Assault Rifle – 30 Round Magazine 
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Semi-Automa7c Handgun (15 rounds or more) vs Revolver (6 rounds) 
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The run, hide, fight principles s7ll apply, but with greater “Situa.onal Awareness” and being able to 
pick an opportunity to act, we increase our chances of survivability.  Below are a few examples where 
individuals realized the despera7on of their situa7on and decided they had no choice but to act: 

On September 11, 2001, the fourth hijacked plane, United Airlines Flight 93, crashed down in a field in 
rural Pennsylvania, never reaching its intended target because its crew and passengers fought back 
against the terrorists.  Many will recall the immortal last words of Todd Beamer as he and others charged 
the terrorists; “Are you guys ready?  Okay.  Let’s roll.” 

On August, 21, 2015, Ayoub El Khazzani en route from Amsterdam to Paris opened fire in a train before 
his assault rifle jammed.  He was a\acked and subdued by Alek Skarlatos, Spencer Stone and Anthony 
Sadler.  El Khazzani had an AKM assault rifle, with 9 magazines and a total of 270 rounds of ammuni7on. 
He was also carrying a pistol and a bo\le of petrol.  This was made infamous in the movie “The 15:17 to 
Paris.” 

On April 22, 2018, Travis Jeffrey Reinking killed four people and wounded 2 others at a Waffle House 
restaurant in Nashville, Tennessee.  Two others were injured by broken glass.  Reinking, armed with a 
semi-automa7c rifle, was rushed by an unarmed customer, James Shaw Jr., who wrestled the weapon 
away, interrup7ng the shoo7ng spree.  Shaw stated “I kind of made up my mind, because there was no 
way to lock that door, that if it was going to come down to it, he was going to have to work to kill me.” 
Reinking was subsequently captured by law enforcement ager a 34-hour manhunt. 

Summary 

The importance of “Situa.onal Awareness” is that it increases our self-reliance and survivability.  In 
those cri7cal moments when we are unarmed and faced with the imminent threat of violence, we must 
be prepared to act; whether that be to run, hide, or fight.  We cannot rely on others to come to our 
rescue.  There’s simply no 7me.  We must do everything we can not to become a vic7m.  While most 
ac7ons are ogen based on ins7nct, having training and being mentally prepared for a violent encounter 
will increase our chance of surviving.
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