
Prac%cal Lifesaving Solu%ons Review – North Park Elementary School, San Bernardino, California 

On Monday April 10, 2017 at approximately 10:30 am, two adults and an 8-year-old student were killed 
in a murder-suicide shooAng at North Park Elementary School in San Bernardino, California.  A second 
student was also wounded and was in stable condiAon at a local hospital.  The shooAng happened in a 
special needs classroom that included students from grades 1 thru 4.  At the Ame, the room held 15 
students, one teacher and two adult aides. 

Police idenAfied the gunman as Cedric Anderson, age 53, of Riverside, California.  Anderson entered the 
classroom and, without saying a word, shot and killed his wife, Karen Elaine Smith, age 53.  They had 
only been married a few months and were estranged for about a month. 

It was not immediately known how many shots Anderson fired.  Anderson used a .357 caliber revolver 
which holds six rounds.  It is reported that he reloaded once before turning the gun on himself and 
taking his own life. 

The two students behind Smith were struck by gunfire.  One student, idenAfied as Jonathan MarAnez, 
age 8, died before making it to surgery.  The other student, a 9-year-old, was in stable condiAon in the 
hospital.  Police said the children shot were not targeted. 

Anderson had signed in and was known by staff at the school, police said.  He told the staff he was there 
to drop something off to his wife. 

Police said Anderson has a criminal history which includes domesAc violence, weapons and drug 
charges.  The domesAc violence charges preceded his marriage to Smith.   

School Shoo%ng Sta%s%cs 

The United States has had an average of 52 school shooAng incidents a year since a gunman killed 26 
young children and educators at the Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown, ConnecAcut, in 2012. 

Total school shooAngs, a figure that includes elementary schools, high schools and colleges, regardless of 
whether anyone was killed or wounded, rose from 37 in 2013 to 58 in 2014 and to 65 in 2015, before 
declining to 48 in 2016.  

With Monday's San Bernardino incident, the United States has had 12 school shooAngs this year, on pace 
to match 2016's tally. 

Summary 

The facts of this case are not unique.  DomesAc and work place violence involving estranged spouses and 
partners is not uncommon.  In this instance, it appears the armed individual complied with the school’s 
procedures in that he signed in at the desk prior to going to the classroom.  In the absence of a metal 
detector or other screening, there was no way for anyone to know that he was armed.  Unless the school 
was previously put on noAce about the problems in the relaAonship and/or any other apparent issues 
(i.e. drug usage, psychiatric concerns, etc.), his intenAons could not have been predicted.  Even if they 
were, what acAon could an unarmed teacher or teacher’s aide at a sign in desk take against someone 
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with a gun?  Even an armed security guard or law enforcement officer would be on the defensive in this 
situaAon as school checkpoints are designed for people who intend to comply.  It is likely that if they 
challenged Anderson, he would have had an opportunity to engage them before they could react. 

Again, the issue of not being able to miAgate a work place violence or acAve shooter incident is apparent 
and demonstrates the need for training and having trauma supplies available.  The school and 
responding law enforcement followed their protocols which consisted of locking down and evacuaAon.  
Similar to the recent Equinox shooAng of 04/08/2017, the shooter commifed suicide at the scene.  This 
is something people in proximity to the shooAng may witness and then realize the scene is secure 
enough to begin rendering aid to others.  However, it will take responding law enforcement Ame to 
assess the situaAon and determine if the area is in fact secure to bring in medical assets.  This is valuable 
Ame that should not be lost without taking acAon.  Those present can begin to care for the injured unAl 
a higher level of care arrives.   
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